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From Drought Crisis 
to Risk Governance 
International Policy Frameworks: Strengths, Gaps & 
Opportunities
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Drought as a systemic 
risk
RISK ?  = HAZARD VULNERABILITY     

X

HAZARD = drought event
VULNERABILITY = exposure + fragility of systems
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➢ Droughts directly affect 55 

million people annually

➢ Drought impacts do not 

stop at sectorial 

boundaries

Drivers of risks 

➢ soil conditions emerged as 

relevant drivers of risk

RISK ?  = HAZARD

Drought as a systemic 
risk

VULNERABILITY     

X
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❑ Strengths: A solid global architecture

• SO3-3 Trends in the degree of drought
vulnerability

• SO3-1 Trends in the proportion of 
land under drought over the total 
land area

• SO3-2 Trends in the proportion of 
the population exposed to drought

Reporting
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❖ OSC

❖ Scientific community

❑ Strengths: Stakeholders’ commitments

6



❑ Weaknesses: Drought is everywhere… but nowhere central

Opportunity 
OR 

Fragmented governance = political dilution
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 20262025

IWG on drought
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❑Weaknesses: Political progress But No Decision



Decision 23/COP.15

Policy advocacy on 
drought

..New IWG on drought

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 20262025

IWG on drought
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❑Weaknesses: Political progress But No Decision



Decision 23/COP.15

Policy advocacy on 
drought

..New IWG on drought
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❑Weaknesses: Political progress But No Decision

“Identify and assess all options, including, among others, global policy instruments and regional 

policy frameworks, and connect them, when relevant, to national plans as needed, to effectively 

manage drought under the Convention. This includes supporting a shift from reactive 

to proactive drought management.”



Decision 23/COP.15

Policy advocacy on 
drought

..New IWG on drought

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 20262025

Decision 24/COP.16

Follow-up on policy frameworks and 
thematic issues: Drought

IWG on drought
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❑Weaknesses: Political progress But No Decision

“Identify and assess all options, including, among others, global policy instruments and regional 

policy frameworks, and connect them, when relevant, to national plans as needed, to effectively 

manage drought under the Convention. This includes supporting a shift from reactive 

to proactive drought management.”



❑ Threats: Escalating systemic risks
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The way forward

Drought as a systemic 
risk
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➢ We don’t lack frameworks
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The way forward

Drought as a systemic 
risk

➢ The needed switch



Drought as a systemic 
risk The way forward: From frameworks to actions

➢ We lack proactive actions 
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RISK=
HAZARD VULNERABILITY     

X



Drought as a systemic 
risk

RISK=

RESILIENCE

HAZARD VULNERABILITY     

X

The way foward: From frameworks to actions

engineering resilience ecological resilience

Focus: return to equilibrium Focus: avoiding regime shift

➔ Attend the working-group 
session on Thursday

➢ We lack proactive actions 
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For drought-resilient territories: 
let’s act from now on !

From 25 to 28 March 2026 in Djerba (Tunisia)

Co-organised by

In partnership with

With the financial support of
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