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Short history of COP decisions relevant to 
CSOs





2009: UNCCD COP 09 – Buenos Aires, Argen%na

Decision 1/COP9
Implementation of the 10-year strategic plan and 
framework to enhance the implementation of the 
Convention (2008-2018)

Section F. Civil society
20. Reminds Parties and the Convention’s institutions 
and subsidiary bodies actively to engage civil society 
organizations in implementation of The Strategy and 
the workplans.



2009: UNCCD COP 09 – Buenos Aires, Argen%na

Decision 5/COP9
Revised procedures for the par%cipa%on of civil society 
organiza%ons in mee%ngs and processes of the United Na%ons 
Conven%on to Combat Deser%fica%on

4. Requests also the secretariat to facilitate ac%ve par%cipa%on 
of CSOs in the process in prepara%on for the mee%ngs of the 
COP and its subsidiary bodies [CRIC and CST], with the view of 
enhancing the effec%veness of inputs from the civil society;

Annex: The Execu%ve Secretary shall convene a selec%on panel
consis%ng of two representa%ves of civil society networks and 
two representa%ves of the secretariat in order to select 
candidates in accordance with the agreed upon eligibility 
criteria.



2011: UNCCD COP 10 – Changwon, Korea

Decision 5/COP.10
Revised procedures for the accreditation of civil society 
organizations and representatives from the private sector to the 
Conference of the Parties and their participation in meetings 
and processes of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification

4. Decides furthermore to grant observer status and 
participation in official meetings of the governing bodies of the 
UNCCD to those business and industry entities that: (a) have 
expressed interest in participating in meetings of the 
Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies; (b) have 
specific expertise in matters relating to the Convention; and (c) 
participate in the United Nations Global Compact. 



2013: UNCCD COP 11 – Windhoek, Namibia

Decision 2/COP.11
Strengthening and enhancing the process of alignment and 
implementa%on of ac%on programmes with The Strategy

21. Calls upon Par%es to engage civil society and the private 
sector to support the effec%ve implementa%on of the 
Conven%on through greater incen%ves for investment, including 
financial and market-based incen%ves;

Decision 5/COP.11
4. Decides that the composi%on of the Civil Society Organiza%on 
Selec%on Panel should include two representa%ves from the 
secretariat and one representa%ve from civil society 
organiza%ons from countries belonging to each of the five 
United Na%ons Regional Groups of Member States



2013: UNCCD COP 11 – Windhoek, Namibia

Decision 23/COP.11
Measures to enable the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification to become a global authority on scientific and 
technical knowledge pertaining to desertification/land 
degradation and mitigation of the effects of drought

4. Decides that the membership of the Science-Policy Interface 
should comprise: (1) members of the Bureau of the Committee 
on Science and Technology; (2) five scientists, one nominated by 
each Regional Implementation Annex regions; (3) ten scientists 
selected by the Bureau of the Committee on Science and 
Technology through an open call taking into account regional 
and disciplinary balance; and (4) three observers: one from a 
civil society organization, one from an international organization 
and one from a relevant United Nations organization;



To s%mulate sustainable land 
management, land 
rehabilita%on and preven%on of 
land conflicts, good governance 
of land must be in place. 
To ensure good governance, the
"Voluntary Guidelines on the 
Responsible Governance of 
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 
Forests in the Context of 
Na%onal Food Security“
developed by the UN 
Commijee on World Food 
Security should be the basis for 
governments, investors, donors, 
the private sector and civil 
society.

Deser%f’Ac%ons 2015: Civil Society formulated ac%ons



Land Degrada%on Neutrality, 
must first be at the service of 
local communi%es and 
prevent land grabbing and 
that this fundamental 
orienta%on should be part of 
the objec%ves and mode of 
opera%on of any further 
developments of LDN

Desertif’Actions 2015: Civil Society formulated actions



2015: UNCCD COP 12 – Ankara, Turkey

Decision 3/COP.12
Integra%on of the Sustainable Development Goals and 
targets into the implementa%on of the United Na%ons 
Conven%on to Combat Deser%fica%on and the 
Intergovernmental Working Group report on Land 
Degrada%on Neutrality



2015: UNCCD COP 12 – Ankara, Turkey

Decision 5/COP.12
Participation and involvement of civil society organizations in meetings and processes 
of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

1. Encourages those Parties which have no or few CSOs accredited to the Conference 
of the Parties to promote and support the involvement of CSOs in the UNCCD process 
at the international level in order to ensure more participation of CSOs from all 
regions in the sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies; 

2. Requests the secretariat and the CSO Panel to make proposals to the Bureau of the 
Conference of the Parties on ways to support the work of the Panel and expand its 
membership; 

4. Invites Parties, international and financial organizations, and CSOs and private 
sector institutions to consider contributing substantially and promptly to the 
Supplementary Fund and Special Fund of the Convention with the aim of ensuring 
wider participation of CSOs in UNCCD meetings and processes, and to support the 
work of the CSO Panel; 



2015: UNCCD COP 12 – Ankara, Turkey

Decision 30/COP.12
Declara%on of civil society organiza%ons ajending the 
twelmh session of the Conference of the Par%es

1. Takes note with apprecia%on of the Declara%on; 

2. Decides to include the Declara%on as an annex to 
the report of the Conference of the Par%es on its 
twelmh session.



A fast increase of financial 
resources is needed that 
support synergies between the 
promo%on of sustainable land 
use and restora%on of degraded 
lands with the ac%ons against 
climate change and that 
support local land users. 
The implementa%on of the 
Voluntary Guidelines for 
Responsible Governance of 
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 
Forests in the Context of 
Na%onal Food Security of the 
Commijee on World Food 
Security for inclusive land 
governance is crucial for the 
achievement of SDG 15 Life on 
Land.

Desertif’Actions 2017: Civil Society formulated actions



The role of women must be 
bejer acknowledged. 
Although women represent 
40 to 80% of the agricultural 
workforce depending on the 
region, they own less than 
2% of worldwide land. 
Deser%f’Ac%ons 2019 
stressed that Civil Society 
support women’s land rights 
in order to contribute to 
gender equality and reinforce 
women’s global contribu%on 
to comba%ng deser%fica%on 

Deser%f’Ac%ons 2017: Civil Society formulated ac%ons



2017: UNCCD COP 13 – Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 3/COP.13
Integra%on of Sustainable Development Goal 15 and related 
target 15.3 which states: “to combat deser%fica%on, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land affected by 
deser%fica%on, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land 
degrada%on-neutral world”, into the implementa%on of the 
United Na%ons Conven%on to Combat Deser%fica%on

4. Requests the secretariat, the Global Mechanism and 
appropriate UNCCD bodies, including the Science-Policy 
Interface, within their respec%ve mandates, to: 
(a) Con%nue to develop partnerships to support the 
implementa%on of the Conven%on and land degrada%on 
neutrality […] promo%ng gender responsive approaches in line 
with the Gender Ac%on Plan found in decision 30/COP.13



2017: UNCCD COP 13 – Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 30/COP.13
Gender equality and women’s empowerment for the enhanced 
and effective implementation of the Convention

5. Also requests the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) secretariat to: 
(a) Subject to the availability of resources, facilitate 
consultations among Parties, UNCCD institutions and bodies, 
United Nations entities and other stakeholders, including civil 
society, prior to the fourteenth session of the Conference of the 
Parties, on the effectiveness of the Gender Action Plan based on 
the piloting experiences;



2017: UNCCD COP 13 – Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 5/COP.13
Par%cipa%on and involvement of civil society organiza%ons in 
mee%ngs and processes of the United Na%ons Conven%on to 
Combat Deser%fica%on

2. Invites Par%es to consider the recommenda%ons made by the 
Civil Society Organiza%on Panel,5 regarding land rights; 

4. Also encourages the Civil Society Organiza%on Panel to 
consider the UNCCD 2018−2030 Strategic Framework and topics 
under the Conferences of the Par%es when designing its 
programme of work for 2018−2019



2017: UNCCD COP 13 – Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 27/COP.13
The Ordos Declaration Annex

Highlighting the importance of full and effective participation of 
both men and women in decision-making at all levels and 
reaffirming our commitment to achieving gender equality and 
empowerment of all women and girls, 

Acknowledging the call, championed by civil society, for better 
access, control and stewardship over land, including 
strengthening tenure security, access and user rights for women 
and men, in particular the poor and vulnerable, as well as 
indigenous peoples and local communities, as a critical element 
of sustainable development



To conclude

The work that CSOs are doing with local communi%es
to promote sustainable land use and restora%on of 
degraded lands is increasingly being recognised by the
par%es of UNCCD.
• First in Buenos Aires (2009) by establishing “a 

selec%on panel” of 2 CSOs
• In Windhoek (2013), the CSO panel consis%ng of 5 

members was established and a cso w.as included as 
an observer to the UNCCD Science Policy Interface

• And in Ordos (2017), the concerns and policy 
op%ons by CSOs regarding land tenure secuirty, 
gender and inclusive land governance were being
explicitely men%oned in the declara%on.
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