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Connecting people for change

GROUNDING
SUSTAINABILITY

LAND, SOILS AND THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

in recent decades, the issues of soil and land have been raised on
policy agendas. Land users' struggies with soll degradation,
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€erosion and drought resanate increasingly at the intemnational palicy level. in
2015, the Unitad Nations adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
with the aim of ending poverty, profecting the planet and ensuring prosperity
for a, white "Leaving No One Behind”.
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has specific targets
tobe 2030, Nine SDGs affect land

and sustaimability. The 193 UN Member State governments are respoesiale for inte-
f‘omlh.%hlnm-n-kl\lnndfu policies, e.g. trade and ivestment, alt-

ugh the SDGs are not legally binding. Land users, such as farmers and pastoralists,
the private sector, civil society and academics all have a role 1o play %00.

of land Jated SDGs for diff

makars have 3 major opportumity 10 help achieve these SDGs by promo-
:m.mmwmmmwum-mpaoqoau.mmmum
land use Neutrality (LON) and sustaina-
hmuumu- Thcumnn.ulwn potential to deliver
multiphe ‘wins' for policy makers. in many countries there is a challenge
nualinqlnmi(uu)mnpaﬁ:ymw-lmuymmaﬂ with entrenched
national and imternational interests. Policies on access to agricultural land and
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vements in
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the less powerful land wsers is imperative in this process.

+ Land users can contribesie %0 the S0Gs, but this is ikely %o happen anly in a camext
whese it makes common sense for a land wser 10 invest in long term, sustainabile
wmmmmmmmmmuummum
from cne country 1o ncther.
e laws (e.g. on land use change, secerty of tenwe, disposal of wostes sad we of

mamagement; and offes financial support 10 land users (both women and men) to
change to sustainable pesctioss.

. such
23 agribusiness, forestry, renewablle energy, extractive industries, infrassructure
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2009: UNCCD COP 09 — Buenos Aires, Argentina

Decision 1/COP9

Implementation of the 10-year strategic plan and
framework to enhance the implementation of the
Convention (2008-2018)

Section F. Civil society

20. Reminds Parties and the Convention’s institutions
and subsidiary bodies actively to engage civil society
organizations in implementation of The Strategy and
the workplans.



2009: UNCCD COP 09 — Buenos Aires, Argentina

Decision 5/COP9

Revised procedures for the participation of civil society
organizations in meetings and processes of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification

4. Requests also the secretariat to facilitate active participation
of CSOs in the process in preparation for the meetings of the
COP and its subsidiary bodies [CRIC and CST], with the view of
enhancing the effectiveness of inputs from the civil society;

Annex: The Executive Secretary shall convene a selection panel
consisting of two representatives of civil society networks and
two representatives of the secretariat in order to select
candidates in accordance with the agreed upon eligibility
criteria.



2011: UNCCD COP 10 — Changwon, Korea

Decision 5/COP.10

Revised procedures for the accreditation of civil society
organizations and representatives from the private sector to the
Conference of the Parties and their participation in meetings
and processes of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification

4. Decides furthermore to grant observer status and
participation in official meetings of the governing bodies of the
UNCCD to those business and industry entities that: (a) have
expressed interest in participating in meetings of the
Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies; (b) have
specific expertise in matters relating to the Convention; and (c)
participate in the United Nations Global Compact.



2013: UNCCD COP 11 — Windhoek, Namibia

Decision 2/COP.11
Strengthening and enhancing the process of alignment and
implementation of action programmes with The Strategy

21. Calls upon Parties to engage civil society and the private
sector to support the effective implementation of the
Convention through greater incentives for investment, including
financial and market-based incentives;

Decision 5/COP.11

4. Decides that the composition of the Civil Society Organization
Selection Panel should include two representatives from the
secretariat and one representative from civil society
organizations from countries belonging to each of the five
United Nations Regional Groups of Member States



2013: UNCCD COP 11 — Windhoek, Namibia

Decision 23/COP.11

Measures to enable the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification to become a global authority on scientific and
technical knowledge pertaining to desertification/land
degradation and mitigation of the effects of drought

4. Decides that the membership of the Science-Policy Interface
should comprise: (1) members of the Bureau of the Committee
on Science and Technology; (2) five scientists, one nominated by
each Regional Implementation Annex regions; (3) ten scientists
selected by the Bureau of the Committee on Science and
Technology through an open call taking into account regional
and disciplinary balance; and (4) three observers: one from a
civil society organization, one from an international organization
and one from a relevant United Nations organization;



Desertif’Actions 2015: Civil Society formulated actions

To stimulate sustainable land
management, land
rehabilitation and prevention of
land conflicts, good governance
of land must be in place.

To ensure good governance, the
"Voluntary Guidelines on the
Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and
Forests in the Context of
National Food Security”
developed by the UN
Committee on World Food
Security should be the basis for
governments, investors, donors,
the private sector and civil
society.
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Il société civile se mobilise - Montpellier / 10-13 JUIN 2015

MONTPELLIER DECLARATION

ONLAND IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
Deserti®actions - International Ferumn of civil sediety

Preambie

More than 300 particpants dom aul sodety, ¥om local authontes, scientsts, Ngh level gowrnenent
ofidak and domoes, as wail as haack of mematonal and multiaenl cganizatons, coming ¥om 57
counties have met in Monpdier in ™e famework of the imemational foum of cwvil sociey
DESERTIFACTIONS 2015 from 10 1o 13th of jume 2015. The ful process of D'als imcived deectly
around T000 people

Natomal preparatory meetings were sponlanecusly held n Burkdea Faso, Burund, Comgo, Ivory Coast
Incka, Iran, Mal, Maustania, Moro cco, Niger, Chad, Tumisia as well as ar cgor\lmung n Mdde East
Ao @ dorum on Intermet was attended by 320 people fom 45 countries Atal these meetngs and during
e conderence itseld in Montpeller, $he Dals partcpants Nghighied the undeniabie link Detween land
dcgudlor\hlgbl t and the devdop 1 with the issues of stability and secunty &t
e nernatonal level I the comtext of curent and ftue mpacts of global warming, T comcern of
B in $he dimate dange megotatons emenged as 10 be Nghly proatzed

The pasticipants of D'a1S take note of, deplore and denounce

. The contimued production and consumpion patiems around e world ?at contrue
wrabated despite sdentic evidence Tat they camage land and temestial ecosysienms and
ause T degudaton of E0% of the services memdered by ecosysiems, indudng water
dimton, destoy te habitats of Diodversity, and reduce the dwersity of speces at a twrto
wnien oW pace;

. The dsappeamnce of 75% of gmatic dversity of cops since the begening of te
wentieth century, and e moderate 10 severe degradation of 52% of Grmiand Jl owr e
gobe avd of casis ecosystems, e dedine of soil dertity and the posoning of swrlace water
and undenground water resowrces;

. The competition exeried on ™ land, partcdady farmiand, by imematonal players

more than 37 milion hectares of Bad have akeady been acquined - often dhang the dghts of

hmvs and local wsers and gobal food secunty in an esniromenent where the avallability of
land per person has decined ¥om 045 hectares 10 020 ha between 1961 a ndzcu,

The iresporsible vl persistent undenaluation of land amd agricultue n e
Mgm 10nG on dimate dange, athough agricultue, deforestation and land use change are
responshie for 30% of GHG emissions and considerng that Bnd mamagement dange could
rechuce thalr impact and sienultaneo usly store 0% of the excess carbon in the 290 sphese.
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Desertif’Actions 2015: Civil Society formulated actions

Land Degradation Neutrality,
must first be at the service of
local communities and
prevent land grabbing and

that this fundamental , SN M A cuma amare

Preambie

orientation should be part of o e ey o e e e e

ofidak and domoes, as wail as haack of mematonal and multiaenl cganizatons, coming ¥om 57
countdes have met in Monfpdier in e famework of the inlemationa doum of cwvil society

the objectives and mode of T e . 08 et

Natomal preparatory meetings were sponlanecusly held n Burkdea Faso, Burund, Comgo, Ivory Coast
Incha, Ian, Mal, Maurtania, Moo cco, Niger, Chad, Tumisia as well 25 aregona meetng in Mdde East

operation of any further S
developments of LDN
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Il société civile se mobilise - Montpellier / 10-13 JUIN 2015

e nternatonal level b the comtext of curent and dtue mpacts of gobal warming, e concern of
B in $he dimate dange megotatons emenged as 10 be Nghly proatzed

The pasticipants of D'a1S take note of, deplore and denounce

. The contimued production and consumpion patiems around e world ?at contrue
wrabated despite sdentic evidence Tat they camage land and temestial ecosysienms and
ause T degudaton of E0% of the services memdered by ecosysiems, indudng water
dimton, destoy te habitats of Diodversity, and reduce the dwersity of speces at a twrto
wnien oW pace;

. The dsappeamnce of 75% of gmatic dversity of cops since the begening of te
wentieth century, and e moderate 10 severe degradation of 52% of Grmiand Jl owr e
gobe avd of casis ecosystems, e dedine of soil dertity and the posoning of swrlace water
and undenground water resowrces;

. The competition exered on ™ land, partadady farmiand, by imematonal players
more than 37 milion hectares of Bad have akready been acquired - often affecing the Aghts of
Qmmers and local wsess and global food secunly in an emiromenent where the avalabilizy of
aableland per person has decined fom 045 hectares 10 020 ha between 2961 andd 2001,

. The iresporcible and pessistent undernaluation of land and agricultue n e
Mgotatons on dimate cange, athough agriculture, defoestation and land use change are
responshie for 30% of GHG emissions and considerng that Bnd mamagement dange could
rechuce thalr impact and sienultaneo usly store 0% of the excess carbon in the 290 sphese. -




2015: UNCCD COP 12 — Ankara, Turkey

Decision 3/COP.12

Integration of the Sustainable Development Goals and
targets into the implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification and the

Intergovernmental Working Group report on Land
Degradation Neutrality



2015: UNCCD COP 12 — Ankara, Turkey

Decision 5/COP.12
Participation and involvement of civil society organizations in meetings and processes

of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

1. Encourages those Parties which have no or few CSOs accredited to the Conference
of the Parties to promote and support the involvement of CSOs in the UNCCD process
at the international level in order to ensure more participation of CSOs from all
regions in the sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies;

2. Requests the secretariat and the CSO Panel to make proposals to the Bureau of the
Conference of the Parties on ways to support the work of the Panel and expand its
membership;

4. Invites Parties, international and financial organizations, and CSOs and private
sector institutions to consider contributing substantially and promptly to the
Supplementary Fund and Special Fund of the Convention with the aim of ensuring
wider participation of CSOs in UNCCD meetings and processes, and to support the
work of the CSO Panel;



2015: UNCCD COP 12 — Ankara, Turkey

Decision 30/COP.12
Declaration of civil society organizations attending the
twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties

1. Takes note with appreciation of the Declaration;
2. Decides to include the Declaration as an annex to

the report of the Conference of the Parties on its
twelfth session.



Desertif’Actions 2017: Civil Society formulated actions

A fast increase of financial
resources is heeded that e ——
support synergies between the l) ﬁ'

promotion of sustainable land oo
use and restoration of degraded
lands with the actions against

INTERNATIONAL SUMMIT DESERTIFACTIONS 2017

climate change and that e eeammon e i
support local land users. e e e T

The implementation of the
Voluntary Guidelines for
Responsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and
Forests in the Context of
National Food Security of the
Committee on World Food
Security for inclusive land
governance is crucial for the
achidevement of SDG 15 Life on
Land.




Desertif’Actions 2017: Civil Society formulated actions

The role of women must be

b ; o
etter acknowledged. Mf

Although women represent

40 to 80% of the agricultural r——
workforce depending on the e

PRIORITY FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY »

region, they own less than
2% of worldwide land.

Desertif’Actions 2019
stressed that Civil Society
support women’s land rights
in order to contribute to
gender equality and reinforce
women’s global contribution
to combating desertification




2017: UNCCD COP 13 - Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 3/COP.13

Integration of Sustainable Development Goal 15 and related
target 15.3 which states: “to combat desertification, restore
degraded land and soil, including land affected by
desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land
degradation-neutral world”, into the implementation of the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

4. Requests the secretariat, the Global Mechanism and
appropriate UNCCD bodies, including the Science-Policy
Interface, within their respective mandates, to:

(a) Continue to develop partnerships to support the
implementation of the Convention and land degradation
neutrality [...] promoting gender responsive approaches in line
with the Gender Action Plan found in decision 30/COP.13



2017: UNCCD COP 13 - Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 30/COP.13
Gender equality and women’s empowerment for the enhanced
and effective implementation of the Convention

5. Also requests the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) secretariat to:

(a) Subject to the availability of resources, facilitate
consultations among Parties, UNCCD institutions and bodies,
United Nations entities and other stakeholders, including civil
society, prior to the fourteenth session of the Conference of the
Parties, on the effectiveness of the Gender Action Plan based on
the piloting experiences;



2017: UNCCD COP 13 - Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 5/COP.13

Participation and involvement of civil society organizations in
meetings and processes of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification

2. Invites Parties to consider the recommendations made by the
Civil Society Organization Panel,5 regarding land rights;

4. Also encourages the Civil Society Organization Panel to
consider the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework and topics
under the Conferences of the Parties when designing its
programme of work for 2018-2019



2017: UNCCD COP 13 - Ordos, Inner-Mongolia in China

Decision 27/COP.13
The Ordos Declaration Annex

Highlighting the importance of full and effective participation of
both men and women in decision-making at all levels and
reaffirming our commitment to achieving gender equality and
empowerment of all women and girls,

Acknowledging the call, championed by civil society, for better
access, control and stewardship over land, including
strengthening tenure security, access and user rights for women
and men, in particular the poor and vulnerable, as well as
indigenous peoples and local communities, as a critical element
of sustainable development



To conclude

The work that CSOs are doing with local communities

to promote sustainable land use and restoration of

degraded lands is increasingly being recognised by the

parties of UNCCD.

* First in Buenos Aires (2009) by establishing “a
selection panel” of 2 CSOs

* In Windhoek (2013), the CSO panel consisting of 5
members was established and a cso w.as included as
an observer to the UNCCD Science Policy Interface

 Andin Ordos (2017), the concerns and policy
options by CSOs regarding land tenure secuirty,
gender and inclusive land governance were being
explicitely mentioned in the declaration.
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